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School news

We have had a really busy start to the school year with some great learning going on. We
have been looking at using new technology in the classroom and we have all been learn-
ing together. We use ZOOM (which is like Skype to learn Chinese with Wang Laoshi
(Teacher Wang) all the way from

Beijing. We have been starting with coding using our “Sphero” Robots and “Dash and
Dot”. We have even started using Google Docs and Spreadsheets to complete some work
online with the grades 3-6. We have been tracking data on speed and distance variations
and trying to hypothesizes about other

information based on what we have already recorded.

CYBER SAFETY: The Grade 3-6 students had a tremendous learning experience
about Cyber safety when we started doing a quiz about ourselves. We soon “realised”
how easy it would be to innocently publish personal details online that could be seen
everywhere. We looked at out user agreement and cyber safety sheets and refreshed our
memories on what is safe to write about online and what should never be shared.

The Cheetahs (grades F-2) have been busy counting and having a go at writing the num-
bers and letters, we have used counters, koalas, play dough, textas, whiteboards, rulers,
dice, dominos and tens frames to help us count... so much learning.

We have started taking home our “take home books” (readers) and thanks to all those
family and friends who have taken time to hear the students read. Our aim is to make
reading enjoyable and a lifelong skill. When reading with students who may be learning
or adverse to reading at home, here are a few tips:
* At this stage, the students will be reading from memory or “making it up”, this is fi-
ne and expected
* Choose any book to read to them and develop some family favourites, good readers
will often re-read stories over and over again
* Talk about the pictures, the cover and other information and talk about what they
think the book might be about
* Feel free to read to them and enjoy the story together, talk about it and put some
notes in their diaries, the students don’t actually have to read every word
* Older students can read to themselves and as parents we can ask them questions just
to check in on whether they understand the story/text or not. (having said this, they
can still and should be reading out load)
* Read both fiction and non-fiction to and with the students
* Most of all have fun... if you are finding it a struggle, come and see us and we’ll fig-
ure it out together




Open Water: The grades 3-6’s have an Open Water Learning Experience in Seaspray
next Thursday. The day is run by Surf Life Saving Victoria and hopefully the students
will be getting wet! We have all the permission slips back already which makes us feel
really organised, thanks for that.

Cluster Swimming: We’ll be having our Cluster Swimming Sports on Monday the
26" of February. We will all be attending and we will make sure those students who
aren’t competitive swimmers have opportunities to have a play in the water as well as join
in various activities that are fun and build team spirit. (Parents are welcome to come
along and cheer). A permission note is attached with further information.
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smalltalk is for parents
with children aged from
birth up to 4 years who
may benefit from extra
ideas about how to use
everyday opportunities
and activities to
enhance their child’s
early literacy and
learning in the home.

smalltalk is currently
delivered in Supported
Playgroups across
Victoria by qualified
facilitators who are
trained to incorporate
the program in
playgroup sessions.
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Monday

Seaspray Primary School
9:00am-11:00am

Tuesday

Bundalaguah Primary School
9:00am-11:00am

Cowwarr Primary School
1:00pm-3:00pm
Wednesday

Maffra Queen Street Kinder
10:00am-12:00pm

Thursday

Sale Neighbourhood House
10:00am-12:00pm

Friday

Loch Sport Primary School
10:00am-12:00pm

What to bring

A snack and drink for your
child.

Nappies, wipes, change of
clothes etc.

What to expect

Enjoy a chance to have a
cuppa, and a chatin an
informal setting supported
by a qualified facilitator.
Smalltalk strategies will be
incorporated throughout the

session.

How to enrol
Call Denise from Uniting
Gippsland on (03) 5144 7777

Uniting



The ACA Masters
are coming to
Latrobe City

Match commences at 3:00pm

Morwell ) High

Recreation Reserve, 4 Performance

Travers St, Morwell LICENSED BAR, BBQ & . Junior Clinic
CANTEEN FACILITIES n ]

‘- 1:00pm - 2:30pm

Keegan St Reserve,
Morwell
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Saturday 24 February,
7 for 7:30pm start

Morwell Bowling Club
52 Hazelwood Rd, Morwell

Tickets
$35 pp {3 i us on Facebook wwwfacebook com.au/acaplayers [ follow us on Twitter @ACA Players

To buy your ticket(s) contact:

Sarah Prime 0429 180 816
secretary_cgca@outlook.com

MAFFRA NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE

FAMILY FUN DAY

at Victoria Park, Kent St., Maffra
Saturday 3rd March
5.30pm—10.30pm

+ FREE Face painting

+ FREE Jumping castle

+ FREE Family Entertainment
+ Food vendors on site

+ FREE movie in the park at dusk featuring:- Moana
BYO chair, picnic rug or bean bag.

Partnering with Wellington Shire Council to bring to you

this community event.
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